
 
 

 
Emerging Spirit: One Year Later 

 
Almost exactly one year ago, the national ad campaign for the Emerging Spirit initiative popped into our popular culture. 
Emerging Spirit, a specific programme designed to appeal to people in the thirty to forty-five age range, had been around a 
bit longer than that, but the ad campaign with its attention getting and provocative advertisements suddenly grabbed the 
attention, not only of church folk, but media people all across the country and North American continent. The launch was 
on a Wednesday, and I quickly switched gears so that my reflection the following Sunday included a  response to the ad 
campaign and the launch of wondercafe.ca. 
 
My initial reaction was positive. I admired the courage it took to place the print ads in popular periodicals and I relished 
the opportunity that they presented to discuss the issues they portrayed. Along with the ads, we received a kit in the mail 
that told us how to put our own church micro-site online. Being the techie that I am, I quickly signed up and used the 
provided guidelines to put what I hoped were some appealing words in for Yellowknife United Church. I was glad to be 
part of a church which did not shy away from controversy and I looked forward to what might develop if we were willing 
and able to meet people in the demographic targeted by the Emerging Spirit campaign by using the tools, technology and 
social networking methods that they used. Yes, I think the United Church has something to offer to that generation and 
yes, I think that generation has something to teach the church.  
 
I looked forward very much to learning more. The opportunity came in May when our way was facilitated for attendance 
at the “Living the Welcome” event in Grande Prairie. Nancy Trotter and I were able to attend. We’re coming up on a six-
month anniversary for that event, and I have to say that my enthusiasm has waned. I just finished writing a response from 
the perspective of how the campaign and “Living the Welcome” has affected our life as a congregation. Not much, I think. 
I said in my report that my negative response is partly due to the glitziness of the presentation - too polished, too slick, too 
much involvement of technology (and that’s a strange thing for an admitted techie to say). I said that the event had too 
much of the feel that it was being done for us, rather than allowing us to be participants. 
 
I had barely finished the report when I received the weekly reflection from Nora Sanders, the General Secretary of The 
United Church of Canada. She talked about her attendance at a senior leadership meeting this week, where the next ad 
from the Emerging Spirit was presented. She went on to state her optimism about the direction in which the campaign is 
leading us.  
 
Perhaps my age is showing. Despite my affinity for the technology embraced by the generation which comes after me, 
maybe I’m turning into one of those fuddy-duddy people that thinks all technological progress is wrong. I hope not, and in 
fact, I rely on the same technology too much to ever say such a thing. I may be older than the targeted demographic, but a 
good part of my life is lived in relationship with cyberspace. I’ve even figured out how to get email on my cell phone - 
pretty good for someone my age, but old hat for someone in the generation that follows!  
 
So, where does this all lead? I want Nora to be right in her optimism, and I think she is. My concerns are not addressed at 
the theory behind the Emerging Spirit campaign. It’s a concern about process that drives my critique. And besides, I’m not 
too worried. Yellowknife United Church doesn’t really need the ad campaign or wondercafe.ca. I said at the end of May 
last year that I am waiting for “something big” to happen in this congregation. Maybe I was wrong but only in timing. I 
think it is happening right now and we don’t really need a campaign to help us with it, although additional resources are 
always welcome. There is an emerging spirit about this place and I am pleased to be part of it. 
 
Peter Chynoweth, Minister 
 



New Director-Children’s Choir at 
Yellowknife United Church 

 
Elizabeth Tamblyn is the new director of the 
Yellowknife United Church Children’s choir. 
She is a music teacher at Mildred Hall 
Elementary School in Yellowknife.  Elizabeth 
is a member of both, the adult Yellowknife 
United Church choir as well as the 
Yellowknife Choral Society chamber choir.  
We extend a warm welcome to Elizabeth and 
thank her for blessing us with her gifts within 
the church community that extend beyond the 
church doorstep! 

 Fireweed Children’s Chorus 
 
It was a dream of the Yellowknife Choral Society to 
someday have a choir for children/youth again in 
Yellowknife. Conversation happened and visions started 
to appear and the Fireweed Children's Chorus became a 
reality in September 2007. There are 24 children 
registered in the chorus under the direction of Jackie 
Boersma. The Chorus is a learning choir with much fun 
and excitement, too! Fireweed meets on Tuesday 
afternoons between 4:30 and 6:00PM at Calvary 
Community Church. For information, please contact 
Jackie - jackieboersma@theedge.ca 

 

   

Purple Box 
 
Contribute to the Purple Box or the purple people 
eater might jump out and grab you and pull you  
into the purple box! We are collecting items for the 
Centre for Northern Families. Suggested things to 
donate: toothpaste and tooth brushes, soap and 
body wash, Kleenex packets, roll-on or crème 
deodorant, shampoo and conditioner, hand lotion.  

 Addictions Awareness Week 
 
Outreach Committee is planning a dance with the Native 
Women’s Centre tentatively scheduled for November 24 
at the NUP. There will be refreshments, prizes, a dance 
and everyone is welcome. If anyone is interested in 
helping with the dance please contact Jaime Friesen-
Pankratz or Nancy Trotter. 

   

Community Meal 
 
The Outreach Committee is looking into 
offering a community meal once a month. The 
meal would be open to everyone and would be 
an opportunity for members of the 
congregation to extend fellowship and get to 
know people in our wider community. If you 
are interested in helping with a community 
meal please contact Jaime Friesen Pankratz or 
Nancy Trotter. 

 Stewardship Campaign 
 
There is a Celebration Lunch to follow worship service 
on November 18, 2007. You are invited to hear our 
guest speaker the Right Reverend Chris Williams, fill in 
your personal Estimate of Givings form for 2008 and 
enjoy lunch. We need to know how many people will 
attend the lunch so please let us know after church by 
Nov. 11 or send your RSVP to the church office at 
ykunited@ssimicro.com.  This lunch is a celebration of 
five weeks with a special focus on stewardship. It is a 
time to celebrate what we receive from God and what 
we give to God. 

   

YUC Office Administration Vacancy 
Margaret Melhorn 

 
Yellowknife United Church is sorry to say goodbye to our Office Administrator, Suzy Hutchison, who left for 
another job in mid October.  Suzy started working in the office in the fall of 2006, and we want to thank her for the 
excellent work she has done and wish her all the best. 
 
The office is currently being staffed by Aimee Pond, who comes to us from Office Compliments. The Ministry and 
Personnel Committee has begun the search for a new permanent Office Administrator and hopes to fill the position 
as soon as possible.  Anyone interested should call Margaret Melhorn at 873-2519 for more information. 

 



 



 
Reverend Peter Chynoweth was inducted as chaplain for the RCMP on September 9th, 2007 during 
the time of worship for the Yellowknife United Church at Northern United Place in Yellowknife. 
Officers present were: Inspector Rick Roy, Inspector Mike Payne, Sergeant Darrell Robertson and 
Staff Sergeant Mark Crowther. 
 

 
 
Joyce:  What is a brief history of the RCMP Chaplain Program? 
 
Peter:  Pat McCloskey,the Commanding Officer of “G” Division was with the RCMP in Nova Scotia at 
the time of the Swiss Air crash in 1998. He saw how helpful the chaplains were in the recovery process, 
providing support to the family members of the crash victims, and being a helpful presence in the 
communities of Peggy’s Cove and Bayswater. So, Pat wanted to ensure there was a good chaplaincy 
program for “G” Division. 
 
Joyce:  Who are the chaplains for “G” Division and how did you become one of the chaplains? 
 
Peter:  Myself and Reverend Al Harvey, the pastor of the Yellowknife Alliance Church are the chaplains. 
Pat who is no longer with the RCMP wanted to have two chaplains and eventually he was  hoping for 
another  chaplain south  of the lake, and perhaps one other one ., However, right now Al Harvey and I are 
the chaplains for “G” Division. We were appointed to this position. There was some initial training 
followed by interviews, after which the selection was made by the RCMP. 
 
 



Joyce:  Tell me what happened after you were called to come to Hay River following the crisis in early 
October? 
 
Peter:  I received a call about the incident in Hay River on Oct.6, the day Constable Chris Wordens’ body 
was found. When the presence of a chaplain in Hay River was suggested, I wasn't sure I could go - there 
was too much going on the next day in our congregation, there was communion and it was Thanksgiving 
Sunday! But the way the congregation came together to support what I was called to do was amazing. It 
was meaningful for me to know that the congregation stood behind me. 
 
Joyce:  What did you do in Hay River? 
 
Peter:  Well...the chaplaincy program is really about “loitering with intent”. We don’t have specific things 
to do but we check the pulse. In Hay River this was understood. I quickly recognised that my presence was 
appreciated. I made coffee all day! Northern Commander, Roch Fortin thought this was great because I 
was where the food was and this was where 
the people came, so, this was kind of a gift-to 
be a spiritual presence at a very difficult time. 
The chaplaincy program is inter-faith. It is 
non-denominational so I am not there as a 
United Church person, but I’m there for 
anyone, whatever their belief system. Al and I 
have been requested to accompany 
Commanding Officer, Tom Middleton to the 
memorial service for Chris Worden on 
October 27th and to meet with the family 
before the service. (Due to transportation 
issues, this didn't happen.  We did participate 
in the Memorial Service – having flown down 
with many Yellowknife members.) 
 
Joyce:  What do you do as chaplain when 
there isn’t a crisis? 
 
Peter:  I’m invited for ceremonial purposes: I 
attended the change of command for CO Tom 
Middleton, remembrance services for fallen 
members and I go to the Yellowknife 
detachment every Friday morning for coffee. 
It’s all about building relationships. I need to 
be there for the membership. Some members 
who don’t have contact with me during coffee 
time, did speak to me in Hay River. They may 
not want to have anything to do with the 
spiritual stuff but when something is hurting in 
their soul.... 

 
 



 

 
Warm Feet For The Street 

 
With your help, the Yellowknife United Church Outreach Committee will provide stuffed socks to street 
people coming to the Salvation Army foot hygiene program this Christmas. 
 
We encourage you to buy a pair (or more) of warm socks and then fill one sock with the other sock and 
top it off with useful articles for a person whose home is the streets and who carry all their belongings in 
one small bag. 
 
Please bring your filled socks to church on December 2nd, 9th and 16th. 
 
Ideas for stocking stuffers: 
·  Bus tickets 
·  Kleenex 
·  Bandages 
·  Toothbrush and toothpaste 
·  Lip balm 
·  Skin cream 
·  Comb  
·  Disposable razor/shaving cream 
·  Small sewing kit 
·  Gum, candy bar, mints 
·  Small address book 
·  Pen & pad 
·  Calendar 
·  Book mark 
·  Movie passes 
·  Gift certificates to 

McDonalds 
A&W 
Subway 

 

 

 
 
Please do not buy articles that contain an alcoholic base such as after shave, mouth wash, hair spray or 
perfume. 
 
Recipients will be men, women and youth.  Please finish off your sock by labeling the sock with masking 
tape indicating the appropriate gender of the recipient. 

 



 



 
 

CHRISTMAS TEA AND SALE 
 

Saturday, Dec. 1 
 

2-4 p.m. 
 

Northern United Place 
 

 

 UCW 
Margaret Henderson 

 
This is a busy time of year for most of us and 
particularly for the UCW.  We have already made our 
antipasto and on Monday, Nov. 5, we made pepper.  
Thanks to all of you who donated items and money to 
purchase the ingredients.  These items are sold at our 
annual Christmas Tea and Sale, which will be held on 
Saturday, Dec. 1, in the auditorium of Northern United 
Place from 2-4 p.m.   
 
If you are able to help with this event, we are looking 
for donations of baked goods or crafts.  These can be 
dropped off at the church between 10 a.m. and noon on 
the day of the sale.  We are also looking for people to 
help us prepare for the event or to work at it.  If you are 
willing to give us a hand, please speak to one of the 
UCW members or call Jan Stirling at 873-5731. 
 

 

Christmas Tree Cake – You will need: 

 

For the cake: 
 
1 package white cake mix 
 
For the decoration: 
 
¼ cup prepared chocolate frosting 
assorted large gumdrops 
green colored sugar 
 

For the frosting: 
 
6 ounces cream cheese, softened 
¼ cup (1/2 stick) butter or margarine, 

softened 
2 cups confectioners’ sugar 
1 teaspoon lemon juice 
green foot coloring 
 
 

Making the Cake and Frosting 
1. Prepare cake batter and bake in a 13 x 9-inch pan as 

package directs.  Cool completely. 
2. In a medium bowl, using an electric mixer set on 

medium speed, beat cream cheese and butter until 
creamy (about 2 minutes).  Add confectioners’ sugar 
and lemon juice; beat until creamy (about 3 minutes 
longer).  Transfer ¼ cup frosting to a small bowl; set 
aside.  Add green food coloring to remaining 
frosting until desired color is reached. 

 
Decorating the Cake 
1. Transfer cake to a serving platter.  Cut out the 

Christmas tree shape. 

2. Spread green frosting over top and sides of tree, 
leaving trunk unfrosted.  Using a flat spatula, pull 
frosting toward top of tree to create pine boughs. 

3. Frost trunk with chocolate frosting; drag a fork over 
frosting for a bark effect. 

4. Using a rolling pin, roll gumdrops to a ¼-inch 
thickness; using a sharp knife, cut out ovals for 
Christmas tree lights.  Place reserved white frosting 
in a small resealable plastic bag; snip off 1 corner.  
Pipe garland on the tree.  Arrange lights on the 
garland; pipe a dot of white frosting at the top of 
each. 

5. Using a star shaped cookie cutter, cut out a star from 
1 gumdrop; place star on top of the tree.  Sprinkle 
cake with green colored sugar; serve. 
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